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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

22. “Obedience to God Is Not An Option!”

Scripture:  Hebrews 12:12 – 29.

Theme:  “A faith that obeys will result in experiencing God’s grace and power.”                     

Introduction
In his introduction to this section of Chapter Twelve, John MacArthur states it so well: “Nothing in scripture is more important than doctrine. It is foundational to every thing else. Biblical doctrine can be defined simply as “God’s truth,” and apart from His truth, we could know nothing about God or anything about ourselves spiritually, or how God looks at us on what He wants us to be or to do. Apart from doctrine there could be no basis for obedience, faith in God or love for God. Since we would know nothing about Him.

“But scripture contains more than doctrine, much more than information about God and about ourselves. It also contains exhortations for living out the truths we learn. Knowing and believing are only one side of the coin; living and obeying are the other.” 

In this section, the thrust of the writer to the Hebrews is no longer to lay out the truth of the supremacy of Jesus Christ over Moses, the Levitical Priesthood, the temple sacrifices and the mosaic covenant, His focus now is to move his readers to actively claim this gospel in Christ with a confident faith that acts in obedience. His purpose is no longer to teach truth, but to encourage them to live up to that truth. Truth that is known, but not obeyed, becomes a judgment on those who have heard it. Teaching and exhortation are inseparable. Likewise, trusting and obeying must go hand in hand. Teaching and knowing God’s truth without a response of obedience is a “faith” that is worthless…it is no faith at all.

Obedience to God is not an option. This is not “legalism” because it is not obedience that warrants salvation. Salvation is a gift of God by grace in Jesus Christ to be received by faith – not by works. But from Chapter Eleven on, the writer has made it clear that the evidence of true faith is not only to believe that Jesus is Savior, but also to surrender to His lordship in obedience. So the writer begins verse twelve with “therefore….” After faith has been explained, defined and illustrated in Chapter Eleven, the writer in effect is saying: “Now that you know what the Christian race of faith is, go act and run it. Don’t concentrate on your feelings of inadequacy, instead, fix your eyes on the Jesus the object and finisher of your faith.
I. Avoid Subtle Pitfalls.  Hebrews 12:12 – 17.
1. With the word “therefore,” how does the writer use Isa. 35:3 – 4 to encourage his readers?  (12:12, 13).
· Imagine a manger with a boxer in his corner coaching him before the last round. How can Christians coach each other when the fight gets tough?

2. What must be the Christian’s continual focus and objective when times get tough? (12:14).
· Why is holiness so important?

· Is holiness something we can achieve for ourselves? 

(Heb. 13:12; I Cor. 1:30).
3. What wrong attitude must Christians watch out for? (12:15)

· Explain the phrase “root of bitterness!” (Ja. 3:14 – 18).
· How can bitterness cause a Christian to “miss” the grace of God and defile many others? (Eph. 4:30 – 32; Ja. 3:6; Prov. 16:28).
4. What further pitfalls must Christians avoid? (12:16 – 17).
· What was Esau’s godless behavior and how is the writer using it to make his point?

·  What does Esau’s action cost him? 

5. What roadblocks or pitfalls make it difficult for you to pursue holiness?

II. Appreciate God’s approachableness.  Hebrews 12:18 – 24.
1. What two “mountains” are contrasted here? (VV 18 – 21, 22 – 24)?
· How is Mt. Sinai Described in Deuteronomy 4:11 – 13 and Exodus 19:12, 13:7?
· What impression does Heb. 12:18 – 21 give of what it was like to approach God at Mt. Sinai?  (Also view Deut. 4 and Ex. 19) What do they reveal about God?
2. How does the writer compare approaching God at Mt Zion, with that of Mt. Sinai? (12:22 – 24).
· Using these two mountains as illustrations, how does the writer contrast the Old Covenant with the New Covenant?
3. What was the result of Abel’s death? (See Gen. 4:8 – 12).
· In contrast, what was the result of Jesus’ death? (See Rom. 5:8 – 9).
4. How is your view of God challenged as a result of studying this passage?
III. Act On God’s Message.  (Hebrews 12:25 – 29).
1. What stern warning does the writer make in 12:25?
· Who is the “they” to whom the writer points? Num 14:1 – 4, 20 – 23; I Sam 8:6 – 8; Acts 7:39 – 42; 51 – 53.

2. In what ways were God’s thunderous pronouncements from Sinai only a foreshadowing of what is to come? (12:26 – 27).
· What happened to those who refuse God’s voice from Mt. Sinai? (12:19, 25; 3:17; 4:12 – 13).
· How has God spoken to us from Heaven? (12:27; 1:2).

3. Of what kind of kingdom are Christians a part? (12:27 – 28).
· How does that give you comfort?

4. What must be an appropriate response to these facts?

· What does it mean to worship God with reverence and awe?

5. How do you understand the description of God in Heb. 12:29?

Application

1. What practical steps can you take this week to avoid some of the subtle pitfalls described in 12:12 – 17?

2. How has this passage helped you to realize that God’s salvation through Christ is not an option?
